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ON CONSUMPTION. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear S1r,—Is consumption primarily a disease of the bowels? The very 
question may, perhaps, subject the querist to the imputation of medical 
heresy, or mental imbecility. Still, the uniformity of its termination in 
diarrhoea gives some countenance, if not plausibility, to the opinion. 
This did not, however, originally suggest the idea. {It was this—that 
those cases which were most indubitably and unequivocally marked as 
phthisical, were at their commencement or progress accompanied with 
a pain in the side below the diaphragm. This has been so uniformly the 
case, that I have learned, latterly, to prognosticate unfavorably when such 
a fearful diagnostic has attended. 

A pain in the side is mentioned by all writers; but that it is usually, 
or ever, in the region of the short ribs, or below the midriff, | have never 
seen stated by a single one. Nor do I assert that the pain is not in the 
thoracic region in many cases; but such are of a less sombre cast, more 
tractable, more obedient to palliatives, and not so absolutely incurable, 
For that consumption is sometimes cured, a majority of great names adinit, 
although a very respectable minority deny. The pain which is usually 
found to exist upon inquiry, is not in very many cases mentioned by the 
patient spontaneously, nor is the cough. When there is pain in any part 
of the thorax, with a pulse that will admit of bloodletting, the case ts 
more favorable than when it is in the sides of the abdomen. For when 
the pain is below the diaphragm, the pulse absolutely prohibits that 
evacuation. Hemoptysis is of itself not so formidable when the arterial 
action will allow the loss of blood, as when it will not; nor so much to 
be dreaded when it is the first symptom of phthisis, as when it occurs in 
its progress in small streaks mixed with purulence. And after all that 
Dr. Cullen has said, it is to be regarded rather as a sequel of phthisical 
tendencies, than the cause of phthisis itself, 

Who, that has been much conversant with consumption, has not known 
its symptoms vanish and his patient recover, by the bursting of an abscess 
in the lungs? ~Night-sweats, swollen legs, hemoptysis, cough, fever and 
purulent expectoration, contrary to our anticipations, all disappear. A 
laboring man often passes by, who, after all these, is now able to perform 
as much at shovelling, hoeing, and ather laborious occupations, as the most 
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robust of his class. But when the lung affection is a metastasis of bowel 
complaint, we do not find such a favorable result. Hence, an acute pain 
in the chest is more propitious than such an one as we are not informed 
of until we inquire. 

A disease which, it has been calculated, carries off one fourth part of 
the inhabitants of Europe, and, by actual enumeration by Dr. Walters, 
City Inspector, one sixth of those in New York, claims the most minute 
scrutiny. That it is a metastasis frown the digestive organs upon the 
pneumonic, and, in the last stage, vice versa, when diarrhoea occurs, re- 
ceives support from various considerations. The most celebrated physi- 
cian for the cure of consumption, so far as we know, ever bred in Ame- 
rica, was Dr. Senter, of Newport, R. I. His mode of treatment was 
long since transferred from a Philadelphia periodical into the Edinburgh 
Medical Commentaries. It consisted, prominently, of emetics composed 
of ipecac. and sulphate of copper—both of which articles have been much 
and justly extolled in bowel complaints. And now the consideration 
forcibly arises, that were there not something specific in these substances 
in their action upon the alimentary canal, any other emetic would have 
been equally beneficial—because upon the lungs we cannot conceive of 
any difference, Sea-sickness, or anything which produced vomiting, 
would, so far as related alone to the lungs, have the same effect. But in 
the treatment of phthisis Dr. Senter found so material a difference, that 
he relied alone on this combination as an emetic. 

The connection betwixt the lungs and intestinal canal is again mani- 
fested by expectoration being suppressed by colliquative diarrhoea ; and, 
further, by what M. Louis tells us, that in an eighth part of his nume- 
rous cases, diarrhoea set in with the main disease—although | may re- 
mark that this proportion is far greater than has occurred in my own 
practice. ‘That phthisis pulmonalis is a transferred disease, receives an- 
other confirmation, when we consider that when the transfer or metastasis 
is to the brain, the lungs cease to be affected, and the patient recovers of 
his hectical syimptoms—at least sometimes. 

Tetanus and wismus affect the spine and the jaws. But the cause 
often is a puncture with a fork in the foot. Consumption is found in the 
lungs, but is often a metastasis from the bowels. Let the latter absorb 
our attention, since remedial agents to the former have in all ages and in 
all countries hitherto failed. And we cannot but hint to those who have 
opportunities for making post-mortem dissections, not to neglect to look at 
the state of the alimentary canal, in its whole extent. Since we were 
impressed with our present pathology, but one instance has occurred to 
us of such an opportunity ; and this was declined, on account of the body 
the day after dissolution putting on the signs of rapid sphacelation—the 
sides of the abdomen having thus early become of a dark-greenish hue. 
It was that of a young man, aged about 28 years, who had rode out 
the day before his decease—a proof of what not very unfrequently oc- 
curs, of chronic disease ending suddenly in death. “Such is the symn- 
pathy between the organs of respiration and the alimentary canal in its 
whole extent, that we have frequently a cough produced by the stimulus 
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of acrid matters, whether acidities, bile, worms or viscid mucus, collected 
either in the stomach or small intestines, and sometimes by ascarides, or 
even by the usual irritation of feces in the rectum.”* 

A milk diet, so celebrated in the treatment of phthisis, can only be 
appreciated as to its effects by its primary action upon the intestinal ca- 
nal; and so also of mucilages, and Iceland moss. Bleeding and the 
antiphlogistic regimen are now only to be named for their uniform fa- 
tality. ‘They are equally ill adapted to hectic as to those disorders of 
the alimentary canal above enumerated. 

Three years ago this present month of May, I was called to a married 
woman of about 35, with all the last symptoms of consumption. She 
was hardly expected to live the day out, and I met a clergyman there 
who was summoned to perform religious duties for one supposed about to 
leave the world. That woman is now alive, but not well ;+ although 
she is rid of night sweats, diarrhoea and bloated limbs, nor has she puru- 
lent expectoration. The formula of medicine which apparently saved 
her life, and which she still continues, is as follows :—Tinct. ferri muriati, 
solution morphia, a 3 j.; sulph. quinine, grs. xvj.; syrup simp., 3 viij. 
M. Dose a teaspoonful (sixty minims) three times a day. 

Since writing the foregoing, I have noticed that Dr. Marryot, of Bris- 
tol. Eng., who, I believe, in his day was very celebrated for the cure of 
hectic, used the identical emetic (blue vitriol and ipecac.) which did Dr, 
Senter, every morning. Nor does it appear that they had any knowledge 
of each other, as it is supposed that Dr. Marryot’s plan originated with 
himself.¢ 

That our views in the treatment of phthisis must be pointed in some 
other direction than to the lunus themselves, seems to be proved from the 
failure of change of abode, of warm climates, factitious airs, or sea- 
voyages. A consumptive physician of my acquaintance went from this 
town to the southward, and died at Charleston. Another went from 
Providence, R. I., and died in the West Indies. Of sea-air and sailing, 
{ have to relate the following cases, strikingly evincive of their unimport- 
ance. Capt. Thomas Griswold, from Lyme, in this State, was com- 
mander of a ship in the Canton trade. He sailed from Canton May 
12th, 1839, and had a passage of 135 days to New York. On this pas- 
sage he was seized with cough, expectoration, and such night-sweats that 
he not only saturated his personal apparel, but his blankets, quite through. 
On his arrival at New York, he was pronounced by his physician to 
be in consumption, and sent to South Carolina, accompanied by his 
brother, where he died. This brother gave me these particulars, and bas 
since died with the same disease himself. He married an English lady, 
and went with her to England; and agreeably to the prejudices of her 
countrymen, she and her husband went thence to the island of Madeira. 
Here was sailing, changes of air and a warm climate, all experienced by 


* Townsend’s Elements of Therapeutics, p. 154. London edition. 

t Bhe probably would have been well ere now, could she be prevailed on to make a sufficient use of 
animal food, which from some hallucination she ses. 

t Dr. Marryot gave copaiba, and was very much attached to it, in doses of twenty drops, night snd 
upon sugar. 
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this amiable and excellent young man ; yet there his widowed wife left his. 
bones. ‘Those who recollect him and his fate will feel a tearful eye, if 
they do not drop a tear. The mother of these two young men is still 
living, and never was consumptive. ‘Their father died many years since, 
but not with consumption. And the grand parents on the side of both 
father and mother never had any phthisical complaint. So that the dis- 
ease was filial or fraternal, rather than meari - in these cases. 
Lebanon, Conn., May, 1844. osePpH Comstock, M.D. 


(c= A circumstance mentioned to me by Capt. Griswold’s brother, and 
taken down at the time in my notes of his case, I will here mention, al- 
though it may not have any bearing strictly on the medical history. 
Off the Cape of Good Hope, as he was on his way from Canton to 
New York, his cook murdered the steward. Capt. Griswold, then in 
consumption, arrested the murderer with his own hand and brought him 
on deck. 


CASE OF THE LATE J. C. PRESCOTT, M.D. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—! send, for your Journal, the following account of the disease and 

post-mortem examination of J. C. Prescott, M.D., of Concord, who was 
much respected by the profession in this vicinity, and had gained many 
friends among the sick and afflicted by his kind attentions and skilful admin- 
istrations. Dr. P. had been in this place only about one year, but during 
that time he had gained the undoubted credit of being a good physician, a 
good citizen, an indulgent husband, a kind father and a consistent christian. 

Sunday, Feb. 4th, [ was called to visit Dr. Prescott, who was seized 
Saturday evening with pain in the abdomen. He took some slight pal- 
liative remedy on going to bed; but did not get any sleep, and towards 
morning took an emetic, which did not relieve him in the least. When I 
saw the doctor, which was very early in the morning, he appeared to be 
laboring under an attack of bilious colic, although not so well marked as 
usual. ‘The tongue was moist and not much coated ; the skin nearly natu- 
ral ; thirst moderate ; pulse about natural in frequency and size ; urine very 
scanty and high-colored ; frequent eructations and vomiting of a greenish 
liquid. We agreed upon the following course to commence with, viz., 
liberal doses of calomel and opium combined, once in four hours, warm 
applications to the abdomen, and a cathartic enema once in two hours. 

In the afternoon the pain had somewhat subsided, and a dose of spirits 
of turpentine and castor oil was given, which the stomach retained only 
a short time. The powders were regularly given, and in the evening a 
Seidlitz, powder was administered, which was also soon ejected from the 
stomach. ‘The powders, cathartic injections and hot applications were 
continued through the night. Early Monday morning, Dr. Chadbourne, 
of this village, being in the neighborhood, and hearing of Dr. P.’s sick- 
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ness, called before my morning visit, and proposed bleeding, saying 


“there was great danger of peritonitis.” 
5th.—This morning | found the doctor with a quick pulse, the toague 
rather dry and a little redness upon the ceatre ; skia rather dry ; urine 
very scanty and high-colored ; the abdomen a little tease and some ten- 
derness on pressure. The bowels remain anmoved, and the pain very 
severe if the powders are omitted. Put the doctor in the sitting posture 
and bled him largely from the arm, which had a very decided effect upon 
the pulse, without producing syncope. The blood, on standing, was slighily 
buffed and cupped, with a firm coagulum. In the evening the symptoms 
were not iinproved, and a ligature was applied te the arm, and from the 
same orifice nearly tle same quantity of blood was drawn as in the moraing, 
which had a decided effect upon the pulse, and in about twenty minutes the 
rectum tube was used, and immediately after, the doctor had what he 
said “appeared to him to be a natural evacuation,” although it was far 
from the proper color and consistence. A blister was applied over the 
epigastric region, as this was the seat of the most pain and distension. 
The powders were given with less calomel, and a little more nourishment 
was allowed. The doctor expressed himself as feeling decidedly better, 
and [ left him for the night, hoping and believing he would be much 
better in the morning. 
6th.—F ound the doctor worse, skin dry and hot; urine as yesterday ; 
tongue about the same; pulse quick and soft ; some appearance of hic- 
cough, and the tenderness of the abdomen the same. The blister filled 
well, and it was dressed with a soft poultice. The conjunctiva and skin 
have a decided yellow tinge, which Mrs. P. says “ has been coming on for 
several months.” The Dr. referred me to a pain in the right side, and on 
examination found an enlargement extending from the ilium to the fleat- 
ing ribs, and between the ilium and last rib a distinet tumor could be felt, 
which we concluded must be a diseased kidney. A blister was applied 
(as leeches could not be obtained), and I requested a consultation. 
Dr. Chadbourne was called, who recommended a powder of calomel, 
opium and camphor; if the pain should be severe, a powder of morphia 
in addition, and the warm bath; all of which were used, and the bath 
had a good temporary effect. During the day, Dr. Chadbourne was in 
two or three times, and in the aftergoon Dr. Carter, the next-door neigh- 
bor, called with him. [ returned in the evening, and fouod the doctor. 
_— as when i saw hiin last. Continued the same treatment through 
night. 
7th.—Do not find any improvement in the symptoms this morning ; 
tongue, pulse, skin and urine the same. No specific effects of the mer- 
cury to be seen. Skin quite yellow, and the urine highly tinged with 
bile. The evacuations from the bowels frequent since Tuesday, but no- 
thing like healthy feces. This morning the Dr. expressed a wish to see 
Dr. J. Crosby, of Manchester, who was sent for. In the forenoon, during 
my unavoidable absence, had a consultation of Drs. D. L. Morrill, S. 
Morrill, E. Carter and T. Chadbourne of this village, who recommended 
to continue the calomel and opium, dress the blisters with mercurial oint- 
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ment, give mucilages for nourishment, and a little wine or brandy and 
water if a stimulant should be called for. In the evening Dr. J. Crosb 
arrived, and recommended the continuance of the calomel, considering it 
the only remedy to be relied upon. Dr. Crosby, as well as all who had 
seen the patient, considered it a disease of the liver. 

8th.—Found the Dr.’s symptoms this morning more discouraging. 
The pulse small and frequent; skin dry ; urine as heretofore ; thirst 
great ; and the pain in the abdomen very severe, excepting when under 
the influence of opium; and at this time the opiate has lost its effect in a 
great measure upon the system. Dr. W. Prescott, a very respectable 
physician of Lynn, Mass., and brother to the deceased, having heard b 
letter of his brother's sickness, arrived this day, and remained with him 
until his death. This relieved my anxiety in a great measure, notwith- 
standing he refused to take the charge of his brother. I found it a great 
consolation to meet one of many more years than myself, of sound judg- 
ment, a good reputation, and a perfect gentleman. 

9th.—The Dr. has been much more feeble to-day. The dejections 
very frequent, and some traces of bile to be seen in them. Stimulants, 
broth and astringents to control the bowels, have been given during the 
day. Dr. J. Crosby called again to-day, but did not suggest any altera- 
tion in the treatment. 

10th.—The symptoms decidedly worse ; some delirium ; frequent hic- 
cough, and evacuations from the bowels very frequent, so much so, as to 
require astringent injections. The stools becoming quite yellow. ‘The 
enlargement of the right side on the increase, quite tender on pressure, but 
the tumor not so distinct as it was a few days since. There has not been 
any distinct fluctuation in the tumor at any time. 

Lith.—The Dr. has been quite comfortable to-day. The family feel 
some encouraged. More quiet sleep, less biccough and delirium. The 
dejections frequent, but quite bilious. The tumefaction of the abdomen 
less, and the tenderness confined to the right side. Complains very much 
when moved, and is much inclined to slide to the foot of the bed. 

12th.—The Dr. to-day has been in every respect worse, and con- 
tinued to grow more and more so until Tuesday morning, at 3 o’clock, 
when he died—it being a little more than nine days from the attack. 

Post-mortem.—Fourteen bours after death, an examination was made 
in presence of Drs. D. L. Morrill, S. Morrill, Carter, Tripp, Renton, 
and Gage, and my students. The body, when upon the table, appeared 
quite natural, excepting the yellow tinge and a slight fulness of the right 
side. In making the incisions upon the abdomen, the adeps was found 
from one and a half to two inches, and as yellow as the skin. In extend- 
ing the transverse incision down upon the right side, an adhesion was 
found, and by cutting through it from one pint to a quart of fluid escap- 
ed, something the color of chocolate, and destitute of pus, excepting 
here and there a flocculi having some the resemblance of pus. Nota 
trace of the kidney could be found, not even its membrane, and the 
large cavity which extended from the iliac fossa to the concave face of 
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the liver, was filled with the above fluid. The walls of the sac were 
hard, and crepitated before the knife. 

All of the other abdominal viscera were perfectly healthy, excepting 
the colon, which formed a portion of the sac, and at this point it was 
contracted and its coats thickened, it being probably the point of obstruc- 
tion, at the onset of the disease. The kidney of the left side was natu- 
ral in size, structure, &c., completely covered with adeps, not far from 
an inch in thickness, while there was not a trace of fat to be found 
around the situation of the right kidney. Twelve days before the attack, 
the doctor was at a fire, which broke out in the State Prison yard, one of 
the coldest nights in January, and there exerted himself a good deal. 
Ever after that he complained, as Mrs. P. says, of pain in the right side, 
and particularly so, when getting in and out of a chair. Was this a latent 
disease, such as induration or scirrhus, of long standing, kindled up at 
the Prison fire? or were the seeds sown at that fire, from which should 
spring so much disease and destruction of that important viscus? Was it 
a case of acute nephritis, which so rapidly run into the softening stage ? 
or was it chronic nephritis of longer standing? Did the pressure of the 
tumor upon the neck of the gall-bladder cause the obstruction in the flow 
of bile? Did the inflammation communicated to the right ascending 
colon cause the obstruction of the alimentary canal at the outset of the 
disease ? T. Haynes. 

Concord, N. H., July, 1844. 


AN ESSAY ON THE HUMAN COLOR. 
(Continued from page 479.] 


Tue human color has been generally supposed to be the effect of climate, 
especially of heat and cold ; but this is most evidently an error. In the 
same family of white children, in the same climate and in the same house, 
where all external circumstances are apparently the same, the complex- 
ion of one child will be a dark brunette, its hair black and curly, and its 
eyes black; while the complexion of another will be light, its bair light 
and straight, and its eyes blue. Most certainly climate has nothing to do 
with coloring these children’s skins, hair andeyes. As little has it to doin 
coloring the skins of the Africans, Asiatics and Indians. The blacks 
have lived in North America for the space of two hundred years, without 
the least alteration in the color of their skins ; and the whites have lived 
it South America under the torrid zone for more than three hundred 
years, without becoming black. The only alteration in the complexion 
of white people, which has been observed to take place, is in the process 
of tanning by exposure to the light of the sun, which invariably disap- 
pears by living a short time in the shade. The Spanish people of South 
America are no blacker than the inhabitants of old Spain, unless they 
have mixed with the Indians or Africans. The Indians of the American - 
Continent, whether under the torrid, the temperate or the arctic circles, are 
all of the same color, or nearly so. Baron Humboldt saw several tribes in 


496 An Essay on the Human Color. 


the south of Mexico, much lighter in their complexions than the tribes 
further north, and hence infers that the climate has no agency in deter- 
mining the color of the skin. The Arabians are merely brown; while 
on the same Jatitudes in Africa, the inhabitants are black. The eastern 
Asiatics, and the Australians under the equator, the tropics and the arctic 
regions, are all of nearly the same color. 

When we reflect upon the wonderful diversity in the external appear- 
ance of individuals of the same town or city, where all are exposed to 
nearly the same external agents, we are compelled to admit that the 
cause of all this diversity must lie in the motions of the animal economy. 
It will be perceived that I have not undertaken to give the cause of the 
human color itself, but a history of the manner in which the diversity of 
color is produced. J have shown that it was produced and obliterated 
by the reproduction of the species, in the same degree and manner that all 
physical differences are produced and effaced. J think it will appear evi- 
dent that the cause of the difference of color between any two white peo- 
ple must also be the cause of the difference of color between a black and 
a white person. In mulatto people, the skin becomes half white, and an 
alteration in the hair, features of the face, and shape of the head and 
feet, follows as a single simultaneous effect from the same cause. In 
quadroons, or those people who are three quarters white, the skin, the 
hair, the features of the face, and the shape of the head and feet, have 
all undergone a simultaneous change in a parallel degree. The next 
generation are white people. But let this generation mix only with those 
of a black color, and in four removes from the original stock they will be- 
come black again. We need no further proof that a diversity in the hu- 
man color ts produced by the physical latitude allowed by nature in the 
re-production of the human species. 

All inquiries respecting the original color of man have gone upon the 
supposition that this color must have been white, and that the black color 
must have been produced by some singular combination of circumstances. 
Ordinary facts have been overlooked, and explanations attempted by add- 
ing conjecture to conjecture, without the least approach to a solution of 
the phenomena in question. Were the eyes of the first pair black or 
blue? was the hair straight or curly, light or black? were the features 
Jong and sharp, or obtuse, thick and flat? are questions quite as rational 
and easy of solution, as the inquiry after the original color of men. 

Goldsmith gives the following account of the causes which he con- 
ceives to operate in the production of the varieties of the human color ; 
and his opinions have been repeated by subsequent naturalists to the 
present day, without any important variation. “In general it may be 
asserted, that, as we approach the Jine, we find the inhabitants of each 
country grow browner, until the color deepens into a perfect blackness. 
Thus taking our standard from the whitest race of people, and beginning 
with our own country, which, I believe, bids fairest for the pre-eminence, 
we shall find the French, who are more southern, a slight shade deeper 
than we; going farther down, the Spaniards are browner than the 
French ; the inhabitants of Fez darker than they; and the natives of 
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Negroland the darkest of all.” But it may be replied, the Germans, who 
are on the same latitude with the French, are as light colored as the Eng- 
lish ; and the Grecians, who are as far south as the Spaniards, are as light 
as either the Germans or English. In all the eastern parts of Europe, 
among the Poles and the Russians, we discover no difference in the color 
of the inhabitants as “‘ we approach the line.’ The Arabians, who live 
| almost under the equator, are much whiter than the inhabitants of China, 
| who live in the temperate zone, or the native inhabitants of North Ame- 
rica. Goldsmith has overlooked an essential part of the natural history 
of the French and the Spanish. The dark color of the French, the 
darker color of the Spanish, and the yet darker color of the inhabitants 
of Fez, is not owing to the greater degree of heat which these nations 
are successively exposed to, but to the African blood which has gradually 
crept towards the North. ‘The Moors, it is well known, once inhabited 
Spain for several hundred years, and freely intermixed with the Spanish. 
The French, by reason of their proximity to Spain, have intermixed with 
| the Spanish. In this way the Moorish blood has extended north among 
| the Spanish and French, while the English and the eastern European 
| nations, who, by their remoteness from Spain, have been excluded from 
ie any participation in the Moorish blood, present a lighter color. 

) As if not satisfied with the influence of heat in producing the black 


color of the skin, Goldsmith assigns an opposite cause, that of cold. He 
says, ‘“* The extremity of cold is not less productive of a tawny color 
than that of heat. The natives of the arctic circle are all brown, and 
those that lie most to the north are almost entirely black. In this man- 
ner both extremes are unfavorable to the human form and color, and the 
. same effects are produced under the poles that are found under the lines.” 
As [ have before observed, in this Continent, from Labrador to Cape 
Horn, the same color of the skin pervades all the aboriginal inhabitants. 
They are as black in the temperate zones as they are in the arctic region 
and the torrid zone. In eastern Asia and the Eastern Islands, the color 
is the same in all latitudes. The color of the inhabitants of the north of 
f Europe, to which Goldsmith no doubt refers, must have originated from 
an intermixture with the Siberians and other Asiatics, by being in the 
; vicinity of each other. For we know that as we approach the pole, the 
north of Europe and Asia terminate in a point, which brings the Sibe- 
rians and Laplanders very near together. 

. Besides the influence of heat and cold, the food, the manner of living 
; and hereditary diseases have been assigned, by naturalists, as the cause of 
the black color of the skin. But it is enough to say in answer to the 
2 assignment of these causes, that neither beat nor cold, food, manner of 
living or hereditary diseases, have exhibited any influence in blackening or 
whitening the aboriginal inhabitants of America. The same is true of 
4 the Asiatics and the Australians ; the color of the Asiatics and Indians 
’ is about the same under all latitudes. 1 ought here to except the in- 
. habitants of Turkey in Asia, Armenia, Persia and Arabia, who are all 
J of a lighter color than the rest of Asia; but who have manifestly inter- 
( mixed with the ancient Romans and Grecians, the early conquerors of 
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these nations and their governors for many years ; and who have become 
whitened in consequence of this intermixture. The mere vicinity of 
these people is sufficient to account for an intermixture of blood. 

According to the reasoning of Goldsmith and other naturalists upon 
the subject of the human color, the inhabitants of New Zealand should 
be white. They live in a temperate climate, the most so of any on the 
globe ; they are separated very far from all other parts of the earth, and 
every external circumstance is favorable to the production of a white 
skin. But they are as black as the inhabitants of Sumatra who live un- 
der the equator. ‘These external causes are entirely conjectural. If 
more proof were necessary upon this subject, it may be found in the 
color of the lower animals. Black and white animals are found equally 
under all the habitable latitudes of the globe. As many white animals 
of al:nost every name and nature are found under the equator, as in the 
temperate zones ; and as many black animals in the temperate as in the 
torrid zone. If the sun, then, has no influence in determining the color 
of the lower animals, why should it in the human species ? 

One of the many speculations in which natural historians have indulg- 
ed upon the subject of the human color, is contained in Goldsmith’s Ani- 
mated Nature, Vol. I[., page 19. “ Not to enter into a matter of very 
remote speculation,” says this author, “ I think one argument will suffice 
to show that the white man is the original source from which all the other 
varieties have sprung. We have frequently seen white children produced 
from black parents, but have never seen a black offspring the production of 
two whites. From hence we may conclude, that whiteness is the color 
to which mankind naturally tends ; for as in the tulip, the parent stock is 
known by all the artificial varieties breaking into it, so in man, that 
color must be original which never alters, and to which all the rest are 
accidentally seen to change.” If my illustration of the subject be cor- 
rect, that the color of man is the result of the operations of the animal 
economy alone, independent of external agents, this speculation would 
prove the reverse of what Goldsmith intended. If whites are never 
known to produce blacks, the plain inference is that blacks must have 
existed first, and their’s have been the original color. But, as we have 
seen, the theory of Goldsmith is, that men have become black by the 
force of external agents. A truly powerful agency this, to blacken and 
keep in blackness 500,000,000 of the human species, out of the 
800,000,000 who are estimated to inhabit the earth! A fearful anta- 
gonist power to oppose to any physical tendency which the black race 
have ever manifested to become white! What chance does the human 
race, in general, stand against so great odds? Is not the danger fearfully 
great that mankind will become totally black? The blacks and whites 
are now as three to two! Will not the force of these external agents 
always remain the same, and although by conquest and extermination the 
whites may succeed in establishing their own color, will not the force of 
the outward elements finally triumph? It signifies but little that man 
wis created white, if external nature is so strong against him. Upon the 
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theory of Goldsmith, | am afraid the elements will finally triumph, and 
turn all our posterity to a totally black color ! 

The instances to which Goldsmith refers, where black parents have 
produced white children, are extraordinary physical phenomena. If two 
of them should ever come together, their offspring would probably return 
to the original black color. ‘They are called albinos, and no instances of 
their marriage and offspring have, to my knowledge, been recorded. Un- 
less their offspring continued to be white, such instances would prove no- 
thing more than that nature has only stepped aside, as she has in a thou- 
sand other instances, only to return to the old track.* 

One color is as natural to man as another, and a common original color 
can only be produced by the composition of all the different colors which 
diversify mankind. It is quite as puerile to contend about the superiority 
of any particular color of the skin, as to its inherent beauty or naturalness, 
as about the color of the hair or the eyes. Familiarity reconciles us to 
the lesser diversities which exist among the species, and knowledge of 
each other pronounces them of no moment; will not time and knowledge 
also reconcile us to those which we conceive to be the greater differences ? 
Since nature produces so great a variety of shapes and colors in the forma- 
tion of the individuals of our species, and will continue to produce them 
in spite of our repugnances or preferences, it would seem to be the part 
of wisdom to submit to her decrees, and to learn to appreciate the variety 
as well as the uniformity of her operations. 

[To be concluded next week.]} 


SMALLPOX AT PORTO CABELLO. 


{In the Journal of the 22d of May last, a brief notice was given of the 
existence of smallpox at Porto Cabello, in a letter to the editor from W. 
T. Mann, Esq., resident at that place. We have received a more par- 
ticular account of the epidemic from Dr. Lacombe, Port Physician of the 
tity, the principal part of which is given below. It will be seen that he 
satisfactorily explains the circumstance, alluded to by Mr. Mann, of the 
disease being called varicella by the faculty on its first appearance. We 
shall be pleased to receive the additional papers to which Dr. L. alludes.] 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
S1r,—The smallpox existed since the middle of last year in several neigh- 
boring islands, particularly in St. Thomas, and also on the Continent at 
Maracaibo. It was to be expected that the directions of the wind would 
bring us the dreaded disease, and long before the occurrence I had publicly 
manifested that opinion, In fact, the small rains we experienced here 
from December last till the month of April, creating an extraordinary 
cold dampness, combined with a cloudy atmospheric heat of 82 degs. 
Fahrenheit through the day, were the exact combinations that generally 


* 1do not conceive albinos to be a /usus nature, but a rare physical occurrence—an illustration of 
the same thing which takes place in other species of animuls—an instance of the occurrence of op- 
posite colors in the offspring of the same stock, as a white and a black coit from the same purentage 
of a red color; or as ablack and a white lamb from the samewhite mother and father. The rarity 
of its occurrence in the human species has, no doubt, originated the idea that it is a freak of nature. 
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produce eruptive diseases of all sorts in these climates. Some of our first 
authorities here have charged my predecessor in office, who left this 
place in January last, with having permitted a passenger of the Schooner — 
Susanna, from St. Thomas, to land with the smallpox in a state of dessic- 
cation, in November last, and they believe the contagion has been intro- 
duced to this place through that channel. As I was not then in Puerto 
Cabello, I cannot state the truth of the discussed and contradicted state- 
ment, but admitting, at the same time, that the contact from person to 
person is a direct line to communicate and spread the smallpox. 

It is a common observation, that when the smallpox is to present itself 
in a population in an epidemic form, for a certain period previous the 
eruptive diseases known by the names of varicella, chickenpox, pampbi- 
gus varioloides, &c. &c., will at first present themselves and spread before 
a true case of smallpox will be met with by the practitioner. Such has 
been the case in this city; for the first cases of varicella were known to 
us here from the first days of December, but it was only on the 20th of 
February last that we, the practitioners of the city, recorded the first 
case of real smallpox, from which date new cases presented themselves 
daily, at the same time that the different classes of varicella continued to 
spread. The much-respected American Consul, Franklin Litchfield, 
Esq., whose family I attend, never had a single case of real smallpox in 
his house, but it is true to state he had eight cases of varicella of different 
sorts, which I treated with mild remedies, as they presented no danger. 
Knowing the danger in which the population was laboring under (the 
greatest number unvaccinated then), I proposed to the Chief Mayistrate 
of this place to divide the city in shares to each practitioner, and to order 
them to go from house to house to vaccinate every person. ‘This was 
adopted, and carried through in about six days, and the violence of the 
epidemy was checked from the beginning by this measure. However, 
some of the lowest classes escaped vaccination, either from ignorance or 
prejudice, and those were the victims, for the vaccinated would catch 
the varicella and run no danger of losing life, while those that were not vac- 
cinated were taken with the smallpox, in most cases confluent or malignant, 
and would die at the rate of four out of six, although we employed the 
most active treatment, combined with the best known practice, and our 
own knowledge of the climate and habits of the people. 

The population of the port and city of Puerto Cabello is only 3700 ; 
the population of the rest of the County, on a large surface of land, 
2300—making a total of 6000 souls (official number) for the whole 
County and city of Puerto Cabello. The smallpox has not spread in the 
vicinities of the city and port. The deaths (official number), from the 
appearance of the first cases of varicella up to this date, are only 73, of 
whom 11 were in the city and 62 at the “ Degredo” or smallpox hos- 
pital established out of town for the poor or laboring classes. [ am 
happy to add that there hardly remain three cases in the city at present, 
and twenty at the “ Degredo,” or out-of-town hospital, almost all of 
them out of danger, giving us hopes to see the scourge soon away from 
us, by the new measures I have been specially charged to carry through. 
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I will very soon send you some extracts from the history and course of 
the epidemy from its beginning, together with my practical or clinical ob- 
servations, treatment, &c. &c., which I am about preparing for the medi- 
cal faculty of Caraccas. Yours, very respectfully, 
June 30, 1844. A. Lacomse, M.D. , 
Health and Port Physician of Puerto Cabello, Venezuela. 


BELLADONNA, IN VARIOUS DISEASES. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—l have read with much pleasure, in late Nos. of your valu- 
able Journal, articles on the use of belladonna, as prophylactic in scarla- 
tina, and for the cure of dysmenorrhcea and neuralgia, and have thought 
that my experience with this valuable drug might be of interest to your 
readers. If your opinion coincides with mine, this sheet is at your ser- 
vice for publication, 

Case 1.—Myosis. This was a case of scrofulous ophthalmia, of 
twelve years’ standing, with nebula of the cornea. After the removal 
of the nebula, the pupil remained permanently closed, not larger than the 
head of a small pin. Sight but faintly restored by the removal of the 
nebula. Diluted tincture of belladonna, one drop to the eye, twice a 
day, restored the powers of dilatation to the pupil, and consequent restora- 
tion of vision. 

Il.— Premature Pains. Seventh month of pregnancy. Patient accus- 
tomed to abortion. Examination per vaginam showed the uterus to be 
operated upon spasmodically. Bleeding, pediluvium, opium, morphine, 
camphor, hyoscyami, gum assafcetida, all failed to give relief. The nar- 
cotics were used in large doses. A pledget of cotton, dipped in a saturat- 
ed tincture of belladonna, quieted the uterine action in twenty minutes. 

P. S.—Patient accustomed to the use of opium. 

111.—Return of the same complaint to the same patient. Gave ten 
drops by the mouth, with like success. 

1V.—Prophylactic Powers tested. Three children, aged respectively 
2,4 and 9, exposed to contagion of scarlatina. Gave of twelve drops 
of the tincture, diluted with one ounce of rain water, three drops thrice a 
day to the youngest; and increased the dose one drop for each year, to 
the older. The two youngest children removed from the house. Three 
days after, the child aged 4 years was attacked with scarlatina maligna, 
Seven days after, child aged 9 attacked with the anginosa variety ; and 
nineteen days after, the remaining child attacked with the same variety. 
The use of the belladonna was continued through the whole course of 
the disease. The cure of these cases was the quickest and most perfect 
of any that I had during the prevalence of the epidemic, with the same 
violence of attack. : 

V.—Forty drops of the tincture, in one and a half ounce of water, 
was given to six individuals exposed to the contagion of scarlatina, in the 
following doses, To two adults, ten drops thrice a day. Infant 
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three months old, one drop twice a day. To three children, aged re- 
spectively 2, 4 and 7, three drops to the first, five to the second, and nine 
to the third. Continued the use some twenty days. All escaped, and 
the only family, exposed to contagion, in the bounds of my ride. 

Vi.—Quarter of a grain of the extract was given three times a day 
to a boy aged 4 years, and the same quantity to a babe 10 months old, 
twice a day. The fourth day the boy was attacked. Disease light, 
yielded easily to medicine. Babe escaped. (‘Two children of another 
family, under the same roof, died with this disease, at the same time. 
Drug not used.) 

Vil.—Pertussis. Two cases—afforded great relief to the patients. 

VIN.—Midwifery. Premature delivery. Six and a half months 
gone. Called twelve hours after birth of foetus, to deliver placenta. 
Placenta adhered. Uterus collapsed upon the same. Could not dilate 
the os tince with my finger. Used the ungt. belladonna to the os and 
neck. In thirty minutes the uterus was dilatable. Delivered with the 
blunt hook. Patient had a quick recovery. 

IX.—Midwifery. Protracted labor ; rigidity of the os tince ; alarm- 
ing hiccough and vomiting, with sudden cessation of expulsive pains. 
The slightest touch of the finger to the os, or pressure of the child from 
change of position, would induce the hiccough and increase the vomiting. 
Applied the ungt. to the os tince. In five minutes the hiccough ceased, 
the vomiting soon followed, the rigidity relaxed, and the patient fell into 
a quiet sleep. With the aid of savin and ergot, in an hour and a half 
the patient was delivered. 

In several cases of neuralgia, I have used this article, both the extract 
and tincture, and ungt., without success. In one case of opacity of cornea, 
when [ recommended the operation for artificial pupil, the patient would 
use the tincture diluted. I have not seen him since, but have learned 
that he experienced great relief to his impaired vision. Most probably 
his pupils were preternaturally contracted, similar to Case 1. 

1 submit these cases, without note or comment, merely stating that in 
my materia medica there is no more potent drug than the Atropa 
Belladonna. Yours respectlully, R. P. Stevens. 

Climax Prairie, Mich., June 17, 1844. 


P. S.—In neuralgia from reflex-motory action, would not the bella- 
donna be of benefit? 1 am inclined to think that in those cases where it 
has been successful, they have been of this character. 


ANOMALIES OF THE TEETH. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—Seeing a number of articles in your Journal in relation to 


the teeth, I take the liberty to send you a short one on “ Anomalies of 
the Teeth.” 


The permanent teeth complete their growth at about the age of 21 
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years. Anomalies, however, sometimes occur—first, in the number of 
the teeth, and sometimes in an entire deficiency of teeth in the jaw. Mr. 
Fox mentions a number of cases in which the teeth were entirely defi- 
cient. Pliny has mentioned a curious case, which was that of Pyrrhus, 
King of Epirus, in whom all the crowns were united. 

The period at which the teeth appear, varies much. Instances are 
recorded of children that have been born with teeth. On the other hand, 
we have heard of instances where the teeth have not appeared for a 
number of years. A young child, nine and half months of age, in this 
town, has twelve teeth—their growth entirely completed. In one in- 
stance I inserted four teeth for a lady 40 vears of age (two central and 
two lateral incisors). Three months after they were inserted, she had 
the plate removed ; four months after that time, she had a complete set of 
natural teeth. 

Another case is at present under my observation. A young lady, 22 
years old, called on me some months since, and had a cuspid or eye 
tooth put in on plate. A few days ago she called at my office, and re- 

uested me to fasten the plate in, as it continually got loose. On inspec- 
tion, I found a new cuspid making its appearance, where it should have 
been twelve years ago. J. R. Dittincuam. 

Lynn, July 12, 1844. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAI. JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, JULY 24, 1844. 


The Watering Season.—As countries advance in civilization and social 
refinement, the inhabitants become the victims of numerous physical 
ills, which were unknown to those who first subdued the forest ink sub- 
sisted by the labor of their own hands on the newly-cultivated soil. If 
the race has deteriorated in body, no one will pretend to deny that the 
present age is marked by great activity of intellect. At no period in the 
history of mankind, have such vast displays of mind been exhibited, as at 
the present day. All nature is put under contribution for the gratification 
or convenience of men. The elements are the ministers of their plea- 
sure. With fire and water, two of the mightiest antagonizing forces yet 
discovered, mountains are overturned, and rivers diverted from their an- 
cient channels, that man may ride over the earth with a velocity far 
greater than was ever attained at any former period. The work is still 
progressing : new schemes have been devised, and the powers now in ex- 
ercise will achieve results, that may lead to further marvel and as- 
tonishment. 

All this, however, brings a direct tax upon the brain and nervous sys- 
tem, producing changes perhaps as extraordinary as the mechanical revo- 
lutions effected on the face of the earth. New diseases are developed, 
and a variety of phases are assumed by the same malady, unknown to 
the practitioners of the olden time. 
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A remedy is not always to be found in the materia medica, for the 
modern train of nervous affections. The medicine, most beneficial, per- 
haps consists in temporary rest from usual labor, and the contemplation 
of new objects, under an aspect differing from that to which the invalid is 
most accustomed. A kind Providence has anticipated this peculiar con- 
dition of things, and natural wonders and beauties can be easily reached 
and admired, and natural fountains gush out from the earth to delight the 
weary traveller and to heal his many infirmities. 

We are fully aware of the influence of fashion in regard to watering 
places ; and we are also familiar with the fact, that of the thousands who 
lounge away the summer in the cool retreats in the neighborhood of these 
delightful places, comparatively few care much for the water. That, how- 
ever, is of little or no consequence. It is a medicine, and a potent one, too, 
to go tothe Springs. Some consider it of no consequence whatever, with 
respect to the quality of the water visited—the going there, in itself, being 
the natural remedy, no matter what may be the character of the disease. 
All invalids, capable of the exertion, are doubtless invigorated by the trip: 
the scenery on the way, so new, and perhaps striking, either for grandeur 
or quiet repose, changes the cerebral currents, quickens the sensorial ope- 
rations, and infuses a thrill and new sensations into a sluggish, snail- 
moving body. Then, again, the concentration of strangers, their habits, 
differing from one’s own, the novel sights that seem to appertain to all 
the celebrated pools, either here or in Europe, rouse the dormant energies 
of the spectator, and quicken him into activity of both mind and body. 
The proper use of the waters, however, under suitable directions, should 
never be neglected. 

We approve, therefore, of visiting mineral springs, even were a single 
drop never swallowed from the fountains, for the philosophical reasons 
here adduced. For mere melancholy—for the purpose of resting from 
protracted fatigue, and for being stimulated rationally through the or- 
gans of hearing, seeing and tasting, we earnestly recommend that all 
who find pleasure in geographical, geological, gastronomical, and intel- 
lectual variety, should go to some of our many springs, with a full confi- 
dence in the Lenetcial effects that will be wrought upon them by the com- 
bined influence of so many genial forces. 


Progress of Surgery in China.—Our very distinguished countryman, 
the Rev. Dr. Parker, Missionary Surgeon at Wampoa, has four pupils 
who are studying both the English language and medicine. Kwan Taon, 
the eldest of them, has operated successfully for cataract, upon between 
twenty and thirty persons ; and in one instance, extirpated a tumor from 
a woman’s shoulder, weighing, says the Missionary Herald, about a pound 
anda half. The patient, treated wholly by Kwan Taon, was discharged 
well in ten days. This young operator is represented as commanding 
much respect among his countrymen, and is moreover esteemed, by all 
who know him, for his correct and gentlemanly deportment. He promises 
to be a useful man and a blessing to his country. It is worth remarking 
that this native surgeon professes to have a higher aim than that of simply 
obtaining wealth—the great and prominent desire of all Chinese, in what- 
ever capacity they are found. When he shall be qualified, according to 
a prescribed standard, it is presumed, of Dr. Parker’s, it will be his 
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choice, he says, to extend the benefits of the knowledge he is acquiring 
of foreign surgery and medicine, to other cities and other provinces of 
the celestial empire. 

Two thousand one hundred and nine patients were admitted into the 
Missionary Hospital from July, 1843, to January 1, 1844. Cases of un- 
surpassed interest are continually presenting, pet the treatment continues 
to be equally successful. The institution is constantly gaining upon the 
confidence of the Chinese of all ranks and conditions. 

Yu, the late Kwang Chowfoo, being about to visit the Emperor, sub- 
mitted to the removal of atumor behind the ear, with the knife. He sub- 
sequently went to Dr. Parker’s house to have the wound dressed, and 
once accepted an invitation to breakfast. He expressed his opinions with 
great freedom, discovering, by his conversation, a mind much in advance 
of his countrymen generally. The Imperial High Commissioner, Ke 
Ying, also availed himself of the benefits of the Missionary Hospital. 
On the occasion of the American Consul’s presenting his credentials, at 
an interview with their Excellencies the Commissioners, Ke Ying con- 
sulted Dr. Parker in person, having done so previously by proxy. 


Practical Medicine.—Part 8 of the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine 
is abroad in good season. Punctuality does wonders in business, and we 
are happy to express our gratification with the promptitude of Messrs. 
Lea & Blanchard in regard to the appearance of this admirable produc- 
tion. What its real success may be in obtaining subscribers, is not known 
here; that a great number of copies should be taken throughout New 
nga is the conviction of all who are familiar with the merits of the 
work. 


Castleton Medical College.—At the close of the spring session of Cas- 
tleton Medical College, on the 19th ult., the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was conferred upon the following gentlemen :—Samuel Avery, of N. Y.; 
G. W. Bromly, Vt.; Wm. H. Beardsley, N. Y.; Wellman M. Burbank, 
Mass.; Josiah H. Cleveland, N. Y.; Asa B. Cook, N. Y.; Delos A. 
Crane, N. Y.; Chauncy Coston, N. Y.; Olin G. Dyar, Vt.; Charles 
Downes, Vt.; Wm. W. Finch, N. Y.; Olivier Geroux, Canada; Silas 
QO. Gleason, Vt. ; Sam’l H. Griswold, Vt.; Wm. W. Goldsmith, N. Y. ; 
Homer Hard, Vt.; Wm. Hayden, Pa.; Algernon S. Houghton, Vt. ; 
Jonas Humphrey, Vt.; Wesley Humphrey, N. Y; John M. Howe, 
N. Y.; Henry B. Kelley, N. ¥.; Albugence W. Kingsley, N. Y.; 
Henry W. Leach, Vt.; Fayette P. Mason, Vt.; George W. M’Carty, 
Vt.; George W. Miller, Vt.; Erastus Newman, Vt.; Oliver S. Newell, 
Canada ; Fohn M. Parsons, N. Y.; Moses Porter, Vt.; John A. Ray- 
mond, Vt.; Edward Thorne, N. Y. ; Joseph C. Wickoff, N. ¥.—34. 

The session, in all respects, is said to have been far more prosperous 
than any which has preceded it—the number of students in attendance, 
as we learn by the catalogue, being 130. 

The delegates of the Vermont Medical Society to the College, Drs. J. A, 
Allen and A. G.Dana, in their report to the Secretary of the Society, 
tepresent the examination of the graduates to have been highly satisfac- 
tory. ‘They also speak of various improvements which have been made 
in the different departments, and of the general good and flourishing 
condition of the school. 
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The Botanic Physicians of Rochester, N. Y., held a meeting on the 6th 
inst., at which resolutions were passed in reference to the recent legisla- 
tive enactments respecting medical practice. They represent the Legis- 
lature as having been actuated altogether in the matter by a conviction 
“of the importance and value of the reformed medical practice,” and they 
accordingly pass resolutions of thanks for this special mark of favor. 
This is well enough, and what might have been expected ; but the resolu- 
tions which follow, renouncing all connection professionally with mineral 
practitioners, as they call them, and declining under any circumstances 
to consult with them, although likewise characteristic, are absurd and de- 
ceptive, and must have appeared so even to those who voted for them. 


(Esophagotomy.—An operation for opening the esophagus for the pur- 
pose of supplying the stomach with food, was performed by Dr. John Wat- 
son, of this city, on the 12th of February last. The patient was a young 
gentleman from Massachusetts, who had been for some months laboring 
under stricture of the esophagus. For some two months subsequent to 
the operation, the case gave promise of permanent relief. Subsequently 
however the disease, which was of a tuberculous nature, extended to the 
larynx. rendering an opening into the trachea necessary. The patient sur- 
vived this last operation about a week; and he finally died on the 14th 
of May, of the extension of inflammation to the chest. The present, we 
believe, is the first instance in which the operation of esophagotomy has 
ever been performed for any other purpose than the extraction of foreign 
substances from the guilet; and it is the fourth authentic case, in which 
it has been performed for any purpose. For more than three months, all 
the food that this patient received into the stomach, was supplied through 
a gum-elastic tube. The extension of disease to the air passages may 
be looked upon as incidental: and had it not ensued, there is no reason 
to doubt that the patient's life might have been preserved.—New York 
Journal of Medicine. 


Excision of the Teeth.—Dr. Smethurst narrates a case in the London 
Lancet, where excision of a tooth, a natural one being pivoted on the 
fang, was followed by violent inflammation and suppuration of the injured 
part, attended with edema of the whole head and face, and of the interior 
of the mouth and tongue, so that the patient was in danger of suffocation. 
Intense febrile excitement was also present. Bleeding, calomel and ace- 
tate of morphia relieved the attack, and, after a time, the pivoted tooth 
could be removed, when a discharge of pus and blood took place, with 
considerable relief. Ultimately the health was restored, and the lost tooth 
made good with a real one fixed with gold wires, which did. not occasion 
any inconvenience whatever.— Medical Times. 


Western Enterprise.—We have been shown a specimen of “ A Practical 
reatise on Diseases of the Skin,” by Dr. N. Worcester, of Cincinnati, 
which is to be issued in one volume by Thomas Cowperthwait & Co., 
Philadelphia, and Desilver & Burr, Cincinnati. The treatise will com- 
prise about 300 pages, and will be accompanied by sixty colored figures. 
An extensive formulary will also be added. The text is compiled mainly 
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from the works of Alibert, Cazenave, Schedel, Biett, &c., the figures se- 
lected from Willan, Bateman, Thompson. Rayer, and Baumes. Of Dr. 
Worcester’s competency to this task, we do not entertain a doubt, and we 
think he will be doing an essential service to the profession. A treatise, 
such as he proposes making this, is greatly needed. The specimen 
before us consists of drawings only, and they look exceedingly well. 

Dr. Lawson, of Cincinnati (recently appointed to a professorship in 
Transylvania University) is republishing, with additions, Hope’s * Ilustra- 
tions of Morbid Anatomy.” It is to be issued in four parts, one of which 
has appeured. This work is especially valuable on account of its beauti- 
fully-colored drawings, and we bespcak for it, what it should not fail to 
have, a welcome reception by the profession in the West. It is printed 
for subscribers only.— Western Journal. 


Medical Miscellany.—At the commencement of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, last week, the degree of M.D. was conferred on six graduates, 
and the honorary degree on Dr. Nathaniel Green, of Danville. Va., and 
Dr. O. G. Hambleton, of Pittsylvania, Va.—Dr. Miitter, of Philadelphia, 
reports an interesting case of cheiloplastic operation in the last No. of the 
Medical Examiner of that city. A cancerous affection pervaded the en- 
tire lower lip, which was removed, and a new lip formed, with success, 
by integuments from beneath.—Dr. E. A. Theller, the celebrated Cana- 
dian patriot, whose escape from the citadel of Quebec, some years since, 
was an extraordinary affair, is now President of the Fourier Somnath 
at Clarkson, N. Y.—A colored woman, in New York, recently gave birth 
to two boys and two girls—all doing well_—Elder Harvey, a Baptist 
minister, residing at Frankfort, near Utica, N. Y., is 109 years old. His 
sight and hearing are good, and he still labors in the field. , 


Books, &c., Recriven.—Vol. 3 of Dr. Paine’s Medical and Physiological Com- 
mentaries ; Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine—No. 8; Dr. Cifreo’s “Memoire 
sur le Staphylome Conico-Diaphane de la Cornee,” &c.; a Sermon on the Death 
of Dr. J.C. Prescott ; the Circulars of the Transylvania, Jefferson and Castleton 
Medical Schools; Transactions of the New York State Medical Society. 


To Correseonnents.—Some statements relative to the late suit, for malprac- 
tice, against Dr. Colby, will be inserted next week. Also the conclusion of the 
papers of Drs. Allen and Slack, and the reply of Cyclops to the criticisms of 
Argus. Dr. Tebbetts’s case is on file for insertion. The article on tobacco, be- 
fore acknowledged, will be reserved for the first No. of next volume. 


Marnriep,—In Dedham, Dr. James M. Aldrich, of Fall River, to Miss Mary 
Upper Middletown, Ct., Richard Warner, M.D., to Miss Mary 
aylord. 


Dien,—At Philadelphia, Dr. John C. Otto, in his 70th year.—At New Haven, 
Conn., Francis Y. Olmsted, M.D., eldest son of Prof. O., of Yaie College, and re- 
cently Assistant Physician in the Hartford Retreat for the Insane, aged 25. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending July 20, 46.—Males, 24; Females, 22. Stillborn, 3. 
Of consumption, 10—abscess, 1—bowel complaint, 1—debility, 1—drowned, 1—scarlet fever, 
l—dysentery, 1—marasmus, 3—cholera infantum, 3—disease of the «pine, |—aneurism of 
the aorta, 1—poison, 1—dropsy in the brain, 5—apoplexy, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 1—lu 
fever, 1—teething, 1—inflammation of the stomach, 1—tumor, 1—cancer, 2—child-bed, 
age, l—unknown, 1. 
Under 5 years, 17—between 5 and 20 years, 6—between 20 and 60 years, 21—over 60 years, 2. 


508 Medical Intelligence. 


On the Cure of Hydrocele by Iodine Injections. By Prorrssor 
Vetreav.—There are few surgical operations so easy, so simple, and 
which need less preparation; in what, in fact, does it consist? Of a 
puncture, and the injection of a certain quantity of liquid; after which 
the patient may be abandoned to nature, which, in general, is sufficient to 
effect a cure. I have operated on upwards of 300 cases of hydrocele ; 
in my wards at the Charité I receive, on an average, from 30 to 40 pa- 
tients yearly, and operate. at ieast, on 10 in my private practice annually ; 
and I now declare that I never had a case in which the consecutive acci- 
dents could be attributed to the iodine injection. A patient, it is true, 
died, after having been operated on ; but death here was caused by inflam- 
mation and purulent infiltration of the cellular tissue of the pelvis, without 
communication with the tunica vaginalis. It is, therefore, impossible to 
attribute this to the operation for hydrocele ; nay, what is more extraor- 
dinary, especially when compared with similar cases in which the vinous 
injection was made, is that, on one occasion, the liquid, instead of enter- 
ing the cyst, was injected in the cellular tissue, and yet did not produce 
sphacelus. The patients are cured by this method, on an average, in a 
fortnight, and I never witnessed a case of gangrene or suppuration from 
its use. It is therefore evident, that the iodine injection produces a de- 
gree of irritation sufficient to cure the hydrocele, but does not produce a 
suppurative inflammation ; and this has been proved by experiments on 
animals, where the liquid is absorbed without causing any accidents. 
The same result has been obtained in cysts situated in other parts of the 
body ; thus, about three weeks ago, I injected one on the neck, and the 
swelling diminished in size. It must not be supposed, however, that I 
assert that the iodine injection never fails; but what may be affirmed 
without fear of contradiction, is, that it almost always succeeds, failing 
only once in sixty, or even one hundred cases; unfortunately for man- 
kind, we have but few remedies so certain in their action. This. perhaps, 
may be attributed to the formula I have adopted. To resume, therefore: 
the advantages of this method are:—lst, that the cure is almost 
always obtained ; 2d, that the gangrene does not take place, even when 
the injection enters the cellular tissue; 3d, that the operation is sooner 
done than that in which the vinous injection is employed, since it is not 
necessary to heat the liquid, or to leave it a certain time in the cyst, &c. 
If, after the operation, you wish to hasten the resolution, the patient must 
be treated as for orchitis, and since scarifications with a lancet are useful 
in the latter, they will equally be so in the phlegmasia which follows the 
injection. Inthe generality of cases, this, however, is not requisite, the 
patient recovering without any remedy being employed ; it, perhaps, takes 
eight or ten days before he is quite well, but this is not of much impor- 
tance, as his sufferings are slight. Finally, I have remarked that the 
iodine injection is a powerful discutient when hydrocele is complicated 
py engorgement of the testicle or of the epididymis.—London Medical 

imes. 

The formula employed by Professor Velpeau is the following :—R. 
Tinct. iodin. 3j. Aqua distillate, 3ij. M. 


Cynara in Acute Rheumatism.—Mr. Copeland confirms the statements 
made by Dr. Baddeley and others, of the value of the cynara in the treat« 
ment of acute rheumatism,—Jbid, 
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